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patient, and watch the magic work. 
 
 
Start Young and Stay with It 
 
 



and enjoy some precious leisure moments. 
 
     With your help, your children can begin a lifelong 
relationship with the printed word, so they grow into adults 
who read easily and frequently whether for business, knowledge, 
or pleasure. 
 
 
Remember When You Were Very Young 
 
 
 
     Between the ages of 4 and 7, many children begin to 
recognize words on a page. In our society this may begin with 
recognition of a logo for a fast food chain or the brand name 
of a favorite cereal. But, before long, that special moment 
when a child holds a book and starts to decode the mystery of 
written words is likely to occur. 
 
     You can help remove part of the mystery without worrying 
about a lot of theory. Just read



     These are examples of hieroglyphics. 





children to favor a particular story, and this can be boring 
for parents. Keep in mind, however, that a favorite story may 



 
 
Preschooler (ages 3-5) 
 
 
 
Beginning reader (ages 6-7) 
 
 
 
Developing reader (ages 8-10) 
 
 
     Enjoyment is essential 





  6. If you and your child don't enjoy reading a particular 



 
  4. Allow your child to touch and hold cloth and sturdy 
     cardboard books. 
 
  5. When reading to a baby, be brief but read often. 
 
 
 
 
 
     As you read to your baby, your child is forming an 
association between books and what is most loved -- your voice 
and closeness. Allowing babies to handle books deepens their 
attachment even more. 
 
 

   

 

 





 









other activities that help to get children ready to read. With 
a solid foundation, your child will not only read, but will 
read with enthusiasm. 
 
     Learning to read is part of learning language. It's like a 
little leaguer leaning to hit a 









 
 
 
 
 
     By exposing your child to words and letters often, your 
child will begin to recognize the shapes of letters. The world 
of words will become friendly. 



 
  4. Make your own books. (See activity on page 46.) Child-made 
     books become lasting treasures and part of your home 
     library. 
 
 
 



     trips like going to the market or the park. 
 
 
 
     It helps for children to 







 



Pencils, crayons, or markers 
Paper or notebook 
Chalkboard 
 



 
 
 
 
 
     Television can be a great tool for education too. The keys 
are setting limits, making good choices, taking time to watch 
together, discussing what you view   Televis encouraghat follow-upET
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     If it stops being fun, you can come back to the project at 
a later time. When you come back to it, don't worry if your 
child forgets something. That's the nature of young children. 
 
 
Parents and the Schools 
 
 
     Success in school depends, in large part, on your child's 
ability to read, and your role in helping your child become a 
reader extends into the classroom. The kind of support you 
provide will, of course, change



   * Do children have opportunities to write? Do they compose 
     messages to other people? 
 
 
Beginning Reading Programs 
 
 
     When children start school, they receive their first 
formal instruction in reading. At this stage, they learn to 
identify words--by translating groups of letters into spoken 
words. 



 



 
     The good news is that no matter how long it takes, with 
few exceptions, children can learn to read. One of the most 
important roles you can play in



 



Zolotow, Charlotte. Mr. Rabbit and the Lovely Present; Sendak, 
Maurice, illustrator. HarperCollins Children's Books. 
 



Company/Joy Street. 
 
 
New Baby 
 
 



Branley, Franklyn M. The Sky Is Full of Stars; Bond, Felicia, 



 
Simon, Seymour. Look to the Night Sky: An Introduction to Star 
Watching; illustrations and star charts. Puffin/Penguin. 
 
 
Celebrate the Joy of Poetry 
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as well as in Paris, London, Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and Tuscany. 
Her whimsically painted chairs have appeared on Sesame Street, 
MTV, Today, and Japanese TV. 
 
 
What We Can Do To Help Our Children Learn: 
 
 


